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ness,  being  infinitely  free,  wise,  holy  and  unchangea¬ 
ble  ;  that  it  utterly  excludes  boasting,  and  promotes 
humility,  love,  prayer,  praise,  trust  in  God, and  active 
imitation  of  his  free  mercy ;  that  it  encourages  the 
use  of  means  in  the  highest  degree ;  that  it  may  be 
ascertained  by  its  effects  in  all  who  truly  believe  the 
gospel ;  that  it  is  the  foundation  of  Christian  assur¬ 
ance  ;  and  that  to  ascertain  it  with  regard  to  our¬ 
selves  demands  and  deserves  the  utmost  dilligence. 

2  Tim.  1:8-9;  2  Thes.  2,13-14;  Rom.  8:28-30. 

X.  OF  SANCTIFCATION. 

We  believe  that  sancitification  is  the  process  by 
which,  according  to  the  will  of  God,  we  are  made 
partakers  of  his  holiness ;  that  it  is  a  progressive 
work  ;  that  it  is  begun  in  regeneration ;  and  that  it 
is  carried  on  in  the  hearts  of  believers  by  the  pres¬ 
ence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Sealer  and 
Comforter,  in  the  continual  use  of  the  appointed 
means, — especially,  the  word  of  God,  self-examina¬ 
tion,  self-denial,  watchfulness  and  prayer. 

1  Thes.  4:3;  Prov.  4:18;  Phil.  2:12-13. 

XI.  OF  THE  PERSEVERANCE  OF  SAINTS. 

We  believe  that  such  only  are  real  believers  as  en¬ 
dure  unto  the  end ;  that  their  persevering  attachment 
to  Christ  is  the  grand  mark  which  distinguishes 
them  from  superficial  professors ;  that  a  special  provi¬ 
dence  watches  over  their  welfare ;  and  they  are  kept 
by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  salvation. 

Jno.  8:31;  1  Jno.  2:19,  Phil.  1:6. 

XII.  OF  THE  HARMONY  OF  THE  LAW  AND  THE 
GOSPEL. 

We  believe  that  the  law  of  God  is  the  eternal  and 
unchangeble  rule  of  his  moral  government ;  that  it  is 
holy,  just,  and  good ;  and  that  the  inability  which 
the  Scriptures  ascribe  to  fallen  men  to  fulfil  its  pre¬ 
cepts,  arises  entirely  from  their  love  of  sin ;  to  deliver 
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observance  of  all  the  means  of  grace,  both  private 
and  public;  and  by  preparation  for  that  rest  that  re- 
maineth  for  the  people  of  God. 

Ex.  20:8;  Acts  20:7;  Heb.  4:3-11. 

XVI.  OF  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT. 

We  believe  that  civil  government  is  of  divine  ap¬ 
pointment,  for  the  interests  and  good  order  of  human 
society ;  and  that  magistrates  are  to  be  prayetl  for, 
conscientiously  honored  and  obeyed ;  except  only  in 
things  opposed  to  the  will  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
*who  is  the  only  Lord  of  the  conscience,  and  the 
Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth. 

Rom.  13:1-7;  Matt.  22:21;  Acts  5:29. 

XVII.  OF  THE  RIGHTEOUS  AND  THE  WICKED. 

We  believe  that  there  is  a  radical  and  essentia! 
difference  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked ; 
that  such  only  as  through  faith  are  justified  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  sancitified  by  the  spirit 
of  our  God,  are  truly  righteous  in  his  esteem  ;  while 
all  such  as  continue  in  impenitence  and  unbelief  are 
in  his  sight  wicked,  and  under  the  curse;  and  this 
distinction  holds  among  men  both  in  and  after  death. 

Mai.  3:18;  Jno.  3:36. 

XVIII.  OF  THE  WORLD  TO  COME. 

We  believe  that  the  end  of  the  world  is  approach¬ 
ing  ;  that  at  the  last  day  Christ  will  descend  from 
heaven,  and  raise  the  dead  from  the  grave  to  final 
retribution ;  that  a  solemn  separation  will  then  take 
place ;  that  the  wicked  will  be  adjudged  to  endless 
punishment,  and  the  righteous  to  endless  joy;  and 
that  this  judgment  will  fix  lorever  the  final  state  of 
men  in  heaven  or  hell,  on  principles  of  righteousness, 

I  Pet.  4:7;  Acts  24:13;  Matt.  25:35-41. 
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them  from  which,  and  to  restore  them  through  a 
Mediator  to  unfeigned  obedience  to  the  holy  law,  is 
one  great  end  of  the  gospel,  and  of  the  means  of 
grace  connected  with  the  establishment  of  the  visible 
church. 

Rom.  3:31:  Rom.  8:2,  4,  7  and  8. 

XIII.  OF  A  GOSPEL  CHURCH. 

We  believe  that  a  visible  church  of  Christ  is  a 
congregation  of  baptized  believers,  associated  by  cov¬ 
enant  in  the  faith  and  fellowship  of  the  gospel ;  ob¬ 
serving  the  ordinances  of  Christ ;  governed  by  his’ 
laws ;  and  exercising  the  gifts,  rights,  and  privileges 
invested  in  them  by  his  word  ;  that  its  only  scriptural 
officers  are  Bishops,  or  Pastors,  and  Deacons,  whose 
qualifications,  claims,  and  duties  are  defined  in  the 
Epistles  to  Timothy  and  Titus. 

I  Cor.  1:1-13;  Acts  2:41-42. 

XIV.  OF  BAPTISM  AND  THE  LORD’S  SUPPER. 

We  believe  that  Christian  baptism  is  the  immersion 
in  water  of  a  believer,  into  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost;  to  show  forth,  in  a  sol- 
!  emn  and  lieautiful  emblem,  our  faith  in  the  crucified, 
buried  and  risen  Saviour,  with  its  effects  in  our  death 
to  sin  and  resurrection  to  a  new  life  ;  that  it  is  pre¬ 
requisite  to  the  privileges  of  a  church  relation;  and 
to  the  Lord’s  Supper,  in  which  the  members  of  the 
church,  by  the  sacred  use  of  bread  and  wine  are  to 
commemorate  together  the  dying  love  of  Christ; 
preceded  always  by  solemn  selfexamination. 

Matt.  3:5,  6,  13-17;  Acts  8:36-39;  Rom.  6-_4; 

1  Cor.  11:26. 

XV.  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  SABBATH. 

We  believe  that  the  first  day  of  the  week  is  the 
Ixird's  day,  or  Christian  Sabbath ;  and  it  is  to  be  kept 
sacred  to  religious  purposes,  by  abstaining  from  all 
secular  labor  and  sinful  recreations ;  by  the  devout 
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Having  been  led,  as  we  believe,  by  the  Spirit' of 
God,  to  receive  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  our  Saviour, 
and  on  the  profession  of  our  faith,  having  been  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  do  now  in  the  presence  of 
God,  angels,  and  this  assembly,  most  solemnly  and 
joyfully  enter  into  covenant  with  one  another,  as  one 
body  in  Christ. 

We  engage,  therefore, by  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
to  walk  together  in  Christian  love ;  to  strive  for  the 
advancement  of  this  church,  in  knowledge,  holiness, 
and  comfort ;  to  promote  its  prosperity  and  spiritual¬ 
ity  ;  to  sustain  its  worship,  ordinances,  discipline,  and 
doctrines;  to  contribute  cheerfully  and  regularly  to 
the  support  of  the  ministry,  the  expenses  of  the 
church,  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the  spread  of  the 
gospel  through  all  nations. 

We  also  engage  to  maintain  family  and  secret  de¬ 
votion  ;  to  religiously  educate  our  children ;  to  seek 
the  salvation  of  our  kindred  and  acquaintances;  to 
walk  circumspectly  in  the  world ;  to  be  just  in  our 
dealings,  faithful  in  our  engagements,  and  exemplary 
in  our  deportment;  to  avoid  all  tattling,  backbiting,  and 
excessive  anger ;  to  abstain  from  the  sale  and  use  of 
intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage,  and  to  be  zealous 
in  our  efforts  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  our  Saviour. 

We  further  engage  to  watch  over  one  another  in 
brotherly  love ;  to  remember  each  other  in  prayer ; 
to  aid  each  other  in  sickness  and  distress ;  to  culti¬ 
vate  Christain  sympathy  in  feeling  aud  courtesy  in 
speech  ;  to  be  slow  to  take  offence,  but  always  ready 


